CELEBRATING DIVERSITY THROUGH SPORT
From Bobsled to Blades - A Canada 150 Forward Initiative

FINAL REPORT
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Forward by Wilfred Jackson
The Black Ice Hockey and Sports Hall of Fame Society (BIS) strives to promote the importance of
diversity and inclusion through sport, as evidenced by our signature programs, the Black Youth Ice Hockey
Initiative (BYIH), and our annual induction ceremonies which recognizes the contributions to sport made
by culturally diverse communities.
We are very proud of the success of the Celebrating Diversity Through Sport initiative which took
place in Halifax on May 13th & 14th 2017. This was a ground breaking initiative that brought the Jamaican
Olympic Ice Hockey Federation (JOIHF) to Nova Scotian for a cultural exchange like no other. It was an
honour to host the High Commissioner for Jamaica, and the entire Jamaican delegation for a weekend
that celebrated diversity and inclusion through sport.
We were particularly pleased with the positive response we received from the Jamaican
delegation during their visits to the Nova Scotia Sport Hall of Fame and the Black Cultural Center for Nova
Scotia. It was quite telling to watch each member of the Jamaican delegation have their photograph taken
in front of the Jamaican Maroons exhibit at the Black Cultural Center, which exhibit chronicles the lives of
more than 600 Jamaicans exiled to Nova Scotia in 1796. Their visit to the Black Cultural Center, and all
other events throughout the weekend, serves only to confirm our deep-rooted connections as a people
when diversity and inclusion are celebrated.
We extend our gratitude to the Province of Nova Scotia, and to the Canada 150 Forward Program
for their continued support. We very much look forward to collaborating again on projects that further
the cause for cultural diversity and inclusion through sport.
Wilfred Jackson
President, Black Ice Society

Nick Blanchard of the Truro Bearcats in conversation during warm up with Jamaica goalie Nathan Walford of the Whitby Juvenille
AAA.
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Introduction
Celebrating Diversity Through Sport was an initiative designed to highlight all that is positive about cultural
diversity and inclusion through sport. The weekend long event featured cultural exchanges and a series
of exhibition hockey games between the Jamaican Olympic Hockey Federation (JOIHF) and Nova Scotia.
The hockey games were means for us to celebrate the positive impacts and rich history marginalized
communities have in sport. coss
These events were made possible by the generous support of the Province of Nova Scotia, the Canada
150 Forward Fund, and our co-presenting sponsors, the Black Ice Society (BIS), Eastlink and Hockey Nova
Scotia. The events featured cultural exchanges at the Black Cultural Center, the Nova Scotia Sport Hall of
Fame and in community. The weekend also managed to raise some funds for Nova Scotia Charities and
Non-profit organizations.
Nova Scotia received the JOIHF delegation at the Halifax International Airport on May 12th with an honour
guard comprised of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Halifax Regional Police and community.

Nova Scotia Sport Hall of Fame and screening of the film, Soul On Ice, Past, Present and Future
On May 13th the organizing committee arranged for a tour of the Nova Scotia Sport Hall of Fame where
the JOIHF delegation and community had a chance to view Nova Scotia sports history including exhibits
highlighting African Nova Scotian contributions to sport. During the tour our guests heard from Mr. Bill
Riley, only the 3rd Black player to enter the National Hockey League (NHL). Mr. Riley spoke to the young
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players present and shared culturally relevant stories of his experiences playing professional hockey. Mr.
Riley shared a story in which he stated the best players in the game during his era identified Mr. Herb
Carnegie as the best hockey player of his day, even surpassing the level of skill and professionalism
exhibited by the famous Jean Belliveau.
Next, we had Ms. Bernice Carnegie, daughter of the late Herb Carnegie, introduce Mr. Damon Kwame
Mason, director of the film, Soul on Ice, Past, Present and Future. Soul on Ice is a documentary film
celebrating Black contributions to hockey. Importantly, Mr. Mason pointed out that Soul on Ice was shot,
in part, here in Nova Scotia and recounts the Colored Hockey League of the Maritimes (1895-1930). The
Colored Hockey League of the Maritimes was an all-Black ice hockey league founded in Nova Scotia and
featured as many as a dozen teams and 400 players from across the Maritime Provinces. It is claimed that
the first person to use the slap-shot was Eddie Martin of the Halifax Eureka in 1906.
Highlighting our visit to the Nova Scotia Sport Hall of Fame was a short screening of the film, Soul on Ice,
Past, Present and Future, followed by an open dialogue with director, Damon Kwame Mason.

Colored Hockey League of the Maritimes (1895-1930). Photo circa, 1910.
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Jamaican delegation and Bernice Carnegie (2nd from right) at the Nova Scotia Sport Hall of Fame

Damon Kwame Mason, Director – Soul on Ice, Past Present and Future
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Let’s Play for Charity
On the afternoon of May 13th the JOIHF played a friendly game against a Nova Scotia Celebrity Team for
Charity. This was a very special event because we invited youth from the Immigrant Service Association
of Nova Scotia (ISANS), Dartmouth High School and youth participating in a Youth Leadership Conference
hosted by the Delmore Buddy Daye Learning Institute. The Halifax Regional Police, and Mr. Pat Meagher
of Halifax Metro Transit, arranged complimentary bus services for the ISANS youth to attend the event.
The Nova Scotia Celebrity Team comprised a diverse group of community and youth leaders, politicians
and ex-professional and college players. In the true spirit of charity, Graeme Townshend, head coach for
the JOIHF and Donovan Tait, a JOIHF consultant switched hockey jerseys and played for the Nova Scotia
Celebrity Team. Rounding out the Nova Scotia Celebrity Team roster was MP Darren Fisher, DartmouthCole Harbour, and Jillian Saulnier (2018 Canadian Women’s Olympic Team invitee).

Head coaches for the Charity Team were: Bill Riley (NHL Alumni), Jim Bottomley (Nova Scotia Sport Hall of Fame inductee for
coaching) and Mr. Lee Francis (Vice-President BIS). Head coaches for the JOIHF were: CJ Bollers and EJ Phillips.
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The ceremonial puck drop was presented by Janice Miller, High Commissioner for Jamaica, Darren Cossar,
Executive Director Hockey Nova Scotia, Damon Kwame Mason, Director of the film, Soul on Ice and Tristan
Smith graduate of the Black Youth Ice Hockey Initiative (BYIH).
The Charity game was a friendly match and during 1st intermission current players from the Black Youth
Ice Hockey Initiative (ages 4-8) played a mini game where they were elated to score goals on the JOIHF
and Nova Scotia Charity Team goalies. The BYIH players and their loved ones were very excited to be
included in the event.

Black Youth Ice Hockey Initiative (BYIH), sponsored by BIS and Hockey Nova Scotia

Despite the final score (Jamaica 17 - Celebrity Team 5), the Charity game was a success and the biggest
winners on this day were Nova Scotia Charities and Non-Profit organizations.
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All dignitaries received a commemorative hockey puck. Players of the game received commemorative hockey pucks and a Hockey
Nova Scotia toque.

Building relationships (L-R) Graeme Townshend, Donovan Tait, Andrew Sim and Jillian Saulnier

Community Welcome Reception at the Dartmouth Sportsplex
The Dartmouth Sportsplex hosted a small community welcome reception after the Charity game, with
food provided by local Caribbean caterer, Gina Mae’s Catering. The reception provided an opportunity
for players, staff and executives from both teams and local community members to meet and greet. Music
was provided by djSoulcial, and in true Jamaican style the JOIHF players graciously danced with guests,
including a few moves with Ms. Bernice Carnegie, daughter of the late hockey great Herb Carnegie.
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(L-R) Ms. Carol Rapier, Jaden Lindo (Captain JOIHF) and Southon Thammachack. On Mother’s Day, proud mom Carol Rapier watched her son
Southon play as a local prospect with the JOIHF U20 team.

Black Cultural Center for Nova Scotia
On May 14th, the JOIHF team, staff and executive were joined by local community leaders to tour the Black
Cultural Center. This was truly a special event as many in the Jamaican delegation did not fully appreciate
the legacy of Jamaican Maroons here in Nova Scotia.
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From L-R Mr. Edmond Phillips, President of the JOIHF, Mrs. T. Olive Phillips, President of the Jamaican Cultural Association of Nova Scotia, Ms.
Janice Miller, High Commissioner to Jamaica; Ms. Bernice Carnegie, Ms. Judith Smith, JOIHF and Minister Tony Ince.

It was quite telling when each member of the Jamaican delegation posed for pictures in front of the
Jamaican Maroons exhibit. Their sense of pride and connection to Nova Scotia was palpable. The exhibit
recounts events in 1796 when more than 600 Jamaican Maroons were exiled from Jamaica to Nova Scotia
where they spent the next several years assisting in the construction of the famed Halifax Citadel. The
Jamaican Maroons relocated to Sierra Leone, West Africa in 1800. Numerous families in Nova Scotia are
direct descendants of the Jamaican Maroons.

From L-R RCMP Constable Donovan Tait, Mr. Don Anderson, JOIHF Consultant, High Commissioner Janice Miller and RCMP Constable Adam
Jackson standing in front of the Jamaican Maroon exhibit.
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The High Commissioner to Jamaica, Janice Miller, brought greetings on behalf of the Hon. Minister Olivia
Grange, Minister of Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport for Jamaica. Mr. Don Anderson, former
vice-president of the Jamaica Olympic Association (JOA) brought greetings on behalf of the JOIHF.

(L-R) High Commissioner Janice Miller and Former Jamaican Olympic Association (JOA) Vice-President, Mr. Don Anderson

“The history of hockey in Nova Scotia and in particular, the contribution by the
Coloured Maritime League to the development of the sport, at a competitive level, made it
highly appropriate for the event to be held.
I believe that the goal of celebrating culture and diversity through sport was attained
at the event as demonstrated by the multicultural approach to hockey in Canada and the way
in which persons of Jamaican descent have been able to vigorously participate in the sport. In
addition, the impact of people to people contacts through the playing of sports also strengthens
the relationship between Jamaica and Canada.”
Janice Miller, High Commissioner
Jamaican High Commission, Ottawa

“It was an honour for me to have been there not only to witness the matches but to be
part of this thrust of Celebrating Diversity through sport. It was something that I myself am
passionate about and I will certainly send you my own perspective on the extent to which this
was advanced through the weekend’s activities. Thanks to you and Kendrick for being such
wonderful hosts. I thoroughly enjoyed my stay there, the third in three short years.”
Don Anderson
Former Vice-President, Jamaica Olympic Association
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The keynote address at the Black Cultural Center entitled, Celebrating Diversity in Sports, was presented
by Ms. Bernice Carnegie, who also took the opportunity to asked players and coaches to commit to
becoming diversity champions.

Gender inclusion was important to the success of Celebrating Diversity Through Sport. Bernice Carnegie with women from the
JOIHF delegation and the Jamaican Cultural Association of Nova Scotia
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Bernice Carnegie’s keynote address Celebrating Diversity in Sport captivates and inspires. You can watch the keynote address on
Eastlink Podium TV from June 5-11 at 9:00 AM

“It was a real opportunity for the Delmore Buddy Daye Learning Institute (DBDLI) to
be a partner and expose youth involved in our leadership program and community to leaders
in sports who encourage and value diversity of age and culture. Seeing cultural communities
of Nova Scotia, fans and team members, and the visiting Jamaican team interact on and off the
ice modeled a true valuing of diversity, inclusiveness and learning through sport. I am sure
that this message will be shared in many homes and places where sports are played. I was
particularly impressed to see the role played by graduates of the Black Youth Ice hockey
Initiative.”
Sylvia Parris
Chief Executive Officer, Delmore Buddy Daye Learning Institute (DBDLI)
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Let’s Play Hockey!
On May 14th the JOIHF U20 team faced off against some of Nova Scotia’s best U20 players. The ceremonial
puck drop was shared by a culturally diverse group, including Commissioner Janice Miller, MP Darren
Fisher, Dartmouth-Cole Harbour, Don Anderson, JOIHF, Kendrick H. Douglas, Co-Chair Celebrating
Diversity Through Sport and Wilfred Jackson, President of the Black Ice Society (BIS).

Team captain Jaden Lindo (#11), High Commissioner Janice Miller & Team captain Noah Laaouan (#3) take part in the ceremonial
puck drop
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(L-R) MP Darren Fisher, Constable Adam Jackson, RCMP, Ms. Jascinth Butterfield, Jamaican Cultural Association of Nova Scotia,
Constable Amit Parasram, HRP, Ms. Janice Miller, High Commissioner to Jamaica, Constable Steve Smyth (Retired), HRP, Constable
Aaron Head, HRP and Constable Donovan Tait, RCMP. (Constable Desmond Lambert, HRP, not pictured)

“Often when we think of diversity, the focus tends to be on the need for diversity and
inclusion in the workplace or the community. Diversity and inclusion strengthens the fabric of
our society. This initiative was unique. It highlighted the need to look beyond that customary
norm; to diversify our view of diversity. While the expectation of such an event may be that
sport alone is celebrated, the organizers recognized there was a need to go beyond that. They
held a cultural event at the Black Cultural Centre for Nova Scotia with presentations on why
diversity, in all its forms, should be celebrated. They also called on players to be champions of
diversity and inclusion. On behalf of Halifax Regional Police, I am happy to congratulate the
JOIHT on their decisive victories in both matches, and most importantly, for moving the puck
forward toward an inclusive Canada!”
Constable Amit Parasram
Equity Diversity Officer, HRP

“I wanted to comment on the success of the event from the standpoint of the RCMP. As
the Diversity Policing Coordinator for H Division (NS) I was proud to be part of this event. I
had occasion to speak to many representatives from various agencies as well as spectators
from the African Nova Scotian and Jamaican Canadian communities. I noted a sense of pride
among all that I spoke to and can say that this was certainly an uplifting event for all involved.
This was an opportunity to showcase the talent and dedication of these young athletes. It also
solidified the fact that bringing communities together through sport is a wonderful means to
develop meaningful relationships.”
Corporal Adam Jackson
Diversity Policing Coordinator, RCMP

16

Nova Scotia U20 Selects

Nova Scotia U20 Selects were comprised of players from the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League (QMJHL), and the Nova Scotia
Major Midget Hockey League (NSMMHL)

“I can state with strong certainty that the Nova Scotia team was genuinely
excited to be part of this truly special event. I also feel every aspect of the event fell
within the targeted theme and objective of “celebrating diversity through sport”. The
weekend should serve as a reminder of the incredible power of sport to serve as an
enabler in helping to create opportunity for everyone – if given the opportunity.”
Kevin Cameron
Parallel Consulting & Nova Scotia U20 Selects Coaching Staff

Eastlink
Our co-presenting sponsor went above and beyond in their efforts to make this event a success. From
the outset Eastlink recognized and understood the importance of promoting diversity and inclusion
through sport, and the need to propel that message into as many homes and communities as possible.
We are so pleased we chose Eastlink because they were there for us every step of the way. You were an
exceptional partner and champion for diversity and inclusion.
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A special thanks to Mike, Claudine, Jill, Mavs, John, Cecil and the Crew at

Eastlink broadcasted the JOIHF U20 v. Nova Scotia U20 Selects game live on Sunday, May 14th. The live
broadcast had the potential to reach 10,000-12,000 households.

Nick Blanchard (#12) and Nathan Walford (#30) share in conversation during warm up
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Luke Henman (#7) battles Matthew Barnes (#5) for the puck

Jaden Lindo (#11) defended by Tyler Pyke (#26)

After two closely contested periods the score was Jamaica 2, Nova Scotia 1. However, Jamaica took a
commanding lead in the third period with a final score (Jamaica 5, Nova Scotia 1). Congratulations JOIHF!
Despite the final score, the group photograph of both teams, coaching staff, executives, sponsors and
event organizers tell an important story of culture, diversity, inclusion and respect. All of which were on
display this weekend, and all of which are essential to building strong and positive relationships.
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The biggest winners over this weekend were fans of diversity and inclusion. We heard stories from fans
young and old that this was their very first hockey game. We spoke with fathers, sons and daughters,
sisters and brothers and especially moms as it was Mother’s Day. Without exception, everyone was
incredibly excited and proud to be a part of this event. Pride and excitement are evident in the moments
captured below.
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Attendance, Viewership and Social Media
Gate attendance for the event was lower than expected. However, we do recognize we had some
challenges along the way, and we intend to address same during our debrief meetings. We also
recognized we were competing with Mother’s Day weekend. Nonetheless, those in attendance
represented the cultural diversity we were hoping to reach, and many were attending their very first
hockey game.
Furthermore, the competitive game on Sunday, May 14th was broadcast live on Eastlink Television. This
broadcast had the potential to reach between 10,000-12,000 households. We also relied on social media,
including Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. Our Facebook campaign reached more than 10,000 users and
below is an example, courtesy of Eastlink, of our Instagram presence:
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Hockey Nova Scotia
Thanks to Hockey Nova Scotia for managing the hockey operations side of this event. There is an
incredible amount of work that goes on behind the scenes for such an event, and we learned a great deal
throughout the process. Special thanks to Brad Taylor for all his work on scene.

“From the first meeting with Minister Ince at the HNS Office, I think everyone
agreed this could be a great event and opportunity to promote diversity and the great
game of hockey. I hope the practice and game operations met with yours and the JOIHF
approval, Brad is one of the best in the business with that kind of stuff. Thanks to all of
you and the other volunteers who helped make the event happen and be so successful.”
Darren Cossar
Executive Director, Hockey Nova Scotia

Royal Canadian Mounted Police and Halifax Regional Police
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police and the Halifax Regional Police were important partners throughout
this event. They provided honour guard for our dignitaries from the moment the JOIHF arrived in Halifax
until they departed. More importantly, it should be noted that both police services contributed
significantly before, during and after the event. Service members were seen socializing with fans,
interacting with youth, and having productive and respectful conversations with community elders. Their
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efforts were noteworthy, and their actions go a long way in reinforcing positive relationships between law
enforcement and marginalized communities.
A very special thanks goes out to the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and the Halifax Regional Police.

Enterprise
Enterprise was more than a sponsor, they were a full partner throughout this event. Our valued partner
graciously donated 4 passenger vans and 1 cargo van for transporting the JOIHF delegation and their
hockey gear.
Our sincere thanks to Jason and Calvin at Enterprise!
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East Coast Lifestyle
East Coast Lifestyle (ECL) partnered with us for the event. ECL provided hockey jerseys for the Nova Scotia
Charity Team and outfitted the JOIHF Team with product including jerseys, hoodies, hats, t-shirts and
more.

“It was great to be a part of such a well-run event, and the hockey was phenomenal. I
wouldn't be surprised to see a few of those kids go places and I am sure it will do a lot
for kids starting to play in the future.”
Jon Allen
East Coast Lifestyle

Parallel Consulting, Kevin Cameron
We are grateful for all the work you put into this project, and solely for the greater good!

Thank you Suzie Hensen for an amazing acapella performance of the Jamaican and Canadian National Anthems
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Our sincere thanks and appreciation to the Honourable Minister Tony Ince, Meredith Cowan, Canada
150 Forward Fund and Marcel McKeough, Communities, Culture & Heritage for believing in this
project and for their continued support throughout.

The Organizing Committee would also like to thank:
The Province of Nova Scotia
Minister Olivia Grange, Jamaica
Jamaica High Commission
Jamaican Cultural Association of Nova Scotia
Jamaican Olympic Ice Hockey Federation
Halifax Regional Municipality

Tracey Thomas, Volunteer
Vivian Thomas, Volunteer
Carol Rapier, Volunteer
Bacchus & Associates, Volunteers

Wilfred Jackson, President, Black Ice Society
Calvin Barton, Treasurer Black Ice Society
Lee Francis, Vice-President, Black Ice Society
Black Youth Ice Hockey Initiative
Delmore Buddy Daye Learning Institute
Darren Cossar, Hockey Nova Scotia
Brad Taylor, Hockey Nova Scotia
Garreth MacDonald, Hockey Nova Scotia

Bill Riley, Coach Charity Team
Jim Bottomley, Coach Charity Team
Tristan Smith (Flag bearer)
Benito Bonilla (Flag Bearer
Ben Tate (Flag Bearer)
Decosta Thomas (Flag Bearer)
Caiden Green (Flag Bearer)
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Lucille Benoit & Staff, Dartmouth Sportsplex
Marty Jeffries, Printing and Design Services
David Graham, Sponsor
East Coast Lifestyle, Sponsor
Stewart McKelvey, Sponsor
Best Western Plus, Dartmouth, Sponsor
Docks Unlimited, Sponsor
Lou Gannon, Mr. Lou’s Photography

Calvin Barton, Driver
Lex Bizzeth, Driver
Lee Francis, Driver
Luke Maxwell, Driver
Blaine Patterson, Driver
Pat Meagher, Halifax Metro Transit

Constable Amit Parasram, Halifax Regional Police
Constable Steve Smyth (Retired), Halifax Regional Police
Constable Desmond Lambert, Halifax Regional Police
Constable Adam Jackson, Royal Canadian Mounted Police
Constable Donovan Tate, Royal Canadian Mounted Police

All submitted this ______ day of June, 2017.

______________________________________
Kendrick H. Douglas
Co-Chair, Celebrating Diversity Through Sport

_____________________________________
W. Dean Smith, Black Ice Society
Co-Chair, Celebrating Diversity Through Sport
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